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Poster from the picture, provided by Paige Williams
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Pat Ommert
My voice is getting old - it happens. I don't know how I sound. As you can hear, if I
talk too long, my voice kind of winds down. I just thought this is the best time for
me to call you (7 am). And after I'm rested, my voice is always a lot better.
I was in the Rose Parade, and the radio sent somebody out to my little apartment
[to interview me] . . .
Robert Danziger
You sound wonderful. Really sound wonderful. Your voice has wonderful energy
and your words are clear. You're hearing well. You sound wonderful. So don't give
that a second thought.
Pat Ommert
Well, this will be a perfect time for me then. So let's go ahead.
Polly Burson
[About Polly Burson]: The list of all the things I have about Polly didn't start with
Salinas. I'll only inject one thing about when Polly was growing up. It was all
competitive trick riding, right? [note - that means a person had to win the
competition to make some money, as opposed to getting paid to perform] As I
came in [to professional trick riding], I was only in one trick riding competition,
that was out in the San Fernando valley.
[After that] we were contract performers. We had to get our own jobs. We'd
write letters and, you know, talk to people.
My mom had had this trick horse act , and I ended up inheriting that. And 1943,
my sister [inherited the act but then] got married. Mom and my sister had [both
done the trick riding act]. We did not just go on the road and live like Polly. Polly's
family had a pot of beans cooking over the camp fire. Mom and I on the road had
it totally different.
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About how I met Polly - I had seen her trick ride at the Great Western Rodeo at
the Los Angeles Union stock yards. And she was just absolutely pefect. That was
before I had started trick riding myself.

As I mentioned, my Mom had this trick horse act. It was very nice - the whole
thing. And I just couldn't believe her split to the neck, which is one of the tricks.
Polly - she was always the neatest performer. Then I got to know her later after I
started trick riding. I had the trick horse in 1943. My sister had gotten married and
so I took over the trick horse act. There were a lot of rodeos in California. And I
loved it. I was the ham of the family. I wanted to perform and I liked the costumes
and what have you.
Then Polly, of course, as you looked at her history, [she was in] what we called the
picture business, but that's the motion picture industry, I found out later.
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Polly was just so active, but I would see her once in a while. She lived in the San
Fernando Valley and we were on the east side of the Los Angeles metropolitan
area.
Early Days, Roman Racing
In the late 1930’s Producer John R. Moss had Roman riding races at the Los
Angeles Annual Sheriffs Rodeo some years. I had seen Roman Races with men
only. Roman riding is completely different [than trick riding]. Polly Burson never
rode Roman.

Pat North Ommert Roman Riding
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Pat North Ommert Roman Riding at L.A. Coliseum.
Screen grab from" Pat North Ommert: A Life in the Saddle"

Pat's Mom - Vera North - Bronc Riding in Hawaii 1934
How this came about is an interesting story. In 1934 She was hired by Mr. E.K.
Fernandez of the Hawaiian Islands, to come to the islands and ride in his Wild
West show. Her contract was for her to ride in three events. Ladies relay races,
Roman ride and show the high school horses. All of the horses belonged to Mr
Fernandez. However, the man who was hired to break in train the Roman teams,
did not work them ahead of the show time and had not even brought in the
Roman harness. He just figured the ladies could take two saddle horses and go
out and stand up on them a few times and go ride them using Western saddles.
Mr. H. said, "no way," we are not going to jeopardize the safety of the girls and
cancelled the Roman riding. Then he said to Vera, "What else can you do?"
They wanted each performer to be in at least three events. Vera had seen the
girls ride the broncs for one performance and said. "I can ride a bronc" which is
what she did for the six weeks they were on the show. The girls rode the same
horse every performance, their stirrups were hobbled and the pick up men were
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right there to take them off as soon as the whistle blew. She said those pick up
men were a very welcome sight. She only bucked off once and did not get hurt
and that she really had a very good time. However, that was the only bronc riding
she ever did except for a few backyard home bred cayuses.
I am not sure if she ever told my dad she was riding broncs until after she came
home and showed him the picture. I was only 5 years old. Our family always felt
that all is well that ends well. It did.

You can see my mother was special. I will add one more thing - my dad and my
husband had the same attitude about their wives. They liked what we did and
were proud of our accomplishments. I was my husband’s best fan and he was my
best fan. My husband was a great Equine Veterinarian. We had 56 years of
marriage. I spent more time with Equine veterinary medicine than show business
and loved it all.
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We had a backyard horse. But it was during World War II of course, 1943. We
moved out to some property. And then when I started to ride Roman, they were
going to have an all girl rodeo to perform at the veteran's hospital. And so I
learned to trick ride with the group that was in Downey.
My Mom had a trick horse that she had used with Joe E. Brown at one time in the
thirties. [Joe E. Brown was an American Actor and Comedian, 1891 - 1973; ed.].
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Robert Danziger
Could I ask you a question? So this is 1943, right? In the middle of World War II.
They did this to entertain the troops?
Pat Ommert
Well, they were going to go [to war], we just did one show before the war ended.
But that's how I started trick riding.
Roman Riding, Horse Racing, and Stunt Work
I had seen Polly Roman riding. And of course the Roman riding - you've seen my
picture. That was the most fun. I loved it.
I [also] rode races. Polly rode races. You see, they put together a Powder Puff
Derby at the race track at Caliente, Mexico. And Polly knew all those people. So
that's why we kept going back to Polly [to gather the gals for performances and
other jobs].
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How I got my SAG card Screen Actors Guild (SAG) card was because of a
performer who spent a lot of time at the Salinas Rodeo. Monte Montana needed
some girls for an act in the movie, "A Star is Born" that was made in 1953. I think
it went out in 54, but Monte needed six girls. He [got] the trick riders who are
famous: Shirley and Sharon Lucas, Polly Burson, Pat Ommert, Louise Montana,
and Faye Blessing.
Faye was very famous and Faye did picture work at that time. And they were all
just a little older than mysel.
Getting back to Polly, she was the ramrod. There was a movie, came out, it was in
1954. We were filming it in 1954. And we went to Lone Pine, which was famous in
the picture business. [We made] movies there. [One] was called the adventures
of Haji Baba, and we were warrior women, desert women and Polly had [gotten
the job for us]. So since I had a [SAG] card from Monte, I got to take both of my
horses because they could be trick ridden on. And Polly was the ramrod at that
event.
We had already done in 1949 the first of the Powder Puff Derbies at Caliente with
all women jockeys. And there's a whole story on that. We weren't the first ones
they had at Caliente. They [previously] had Powder Puff Derbies for some of the
other older gals.
But interestingly, back to Polly, there's a Rockingham Park in New Hampshire that
had races called "Cowgirl Specials." I won a Cowgirl Special and they gave me a
$100 gift certificate. My Mom and I went shopping and I bought a black velvet
cocktail dress.

I worked at the Madison Square Garden Rodeo in 1953. That was fun. We were in
New York for five - four or five weeks, 50, maybe 56 performances in 1953. Polly
B. wasn’t at Madison Square Garden or Boston Garden rodeo in 1953, but she
told be what to expect.
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I was 23 by then and had my daughter who was born in 1950. My husband loved
everything I did. He was an equine practitioner, a horse doctor. We had an all
family blessing. We could go do it.
Some of these families, you know, you stay home and take care of the kids. Well,
we had great babysitters. We were related to them. My Mom was one of them.
She traveled with me.
But back to Polly [helping me] on that tour. We loaded out of Madison Square
Garden. We had a rodeo train, all of the livestock, shipped, to Boston and Polly
told me about that. We got up to Boston [Manger Station]. Manger station is no
longer in Boston as I understand it, but it was great fun for us.

11

The train with all the rodeo stock between New York and Boston was
special. After Boston we returned to Texas with our horses and the livestock. We
trick riders were sent from Fort Madison Iowa ahead of the stock train to do
publicity work in New York for the Rodeo. There were five trick riders. We were
taken in Western Wear around town in a white convertible. This included the
Twenty One Club, a movie premiere "Wall Street" and more. The Ice Capades
were in the Garden when we arrived.
We watched the ice being taken out. I think professional basketball was coming
in. In those years train travel for all livestock was usually the mode. Show horses,
Polo Ponies, and Race horses came by train. Santa Anita had a train practically on
Baldwin Avenue.
My husband managed to take his vacation time to come to the end of Madison
Square Garden and ride the rodeo train up to Boston. That was a special thing. My
Mom conveniently went to meet an Aunt in Cleveland, Ohio. Then she came back
and met me at Boston. But we had like, two cars of people and gear and the rest
of it. I forget the number in the train. And then they unloaded up in Boston. So
what a thrill: here I was 23; my daughter's in good hands with the family; and, my
husband was there and my Mom came back [with us] at the Rockingham Park.
There is a book written by Jim Ryan and includes Polly and myself. "The Rodeo
and Hollywood: Rodeo Cowboys on Screen and Western Actors in the Arena," I
think is the name of that book. In that book, [it confirms] I was the winner of the
Cal Girl Special at Rockingham Park.
Tad Lucas Memorial Award
Tad Lucas - I got the Tad Lucas Memorial Award the Rodeo Hall of Fame 2020.
Polly also was in that list. They had no more Rockingham Cow Girl specials after
that.
Polly Burson Memorial Service
But you see Polly was so active. We just kept tying everything in. And then later,
Polly moved to Hollywood Park. It was a mobile home park in Oxnard. And that's

12

where they had her Memorial service. Her Celebration of life was held in their
club house. It was jammed.
That's where she was. Yet the people that gathered of the motion picture
industry, of every place, not just that rodeo world, her friends, she just, she just
had so many people. Polly had no children of her own.
She had a sign by her by her mobile motor mobile home, small, not a huge one.
There were some big ones in there. She had a sign by her by her home, and it says
"free weeds. You pick." And so that shows you what her, her spontaneous, her
healer, as well as thinking about it. So anyhow, that's kind of circling around and
yet you can see how close she was [to me].
And one time my, my daughter Ann was a little girl and she came over to a rodeo
that I was working close and [Polly] came up to see Ann and she gave her a big
kiss, and she kind of rubbed her lips like a 10 year old would, you know, and she
said, "Oh honey, you know, wiping it off your rubbing it in."
What a great lady, but she did not have an easy upbringing because [that's how it
is] when you're on the road. In between Tad and Mitzie Lucas, that's mother and
daughter, they were as I understood, almost like a second family part-time. She
saw them a lot and knew them.
And then of course, I go back as an Honoree to the National Cowgirl Hall of Fame,
inducted in 2016, and Polly , she was in 2002, 2003 or something.
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That whole [Burson] family, they had to work in between shows, but, you know,
they'd get a job.
I think she told Ann, and Ann flew Polly back, my husband and I, and another
friend, he drove to Fort Worth for her induction. Cause I love road trips. And, she
flew her [Polly] back. My Ann - I always call her "Annie" but she she's Ann
Lambert. And of course she heard Polly's stories, the whole trip there. So it's been
fun.
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Robert Danziger
It sounds wonderful. Amazing story. Could I ask you did when you performed in
thse Rodeos or movies I assume they often had music?
Pat Ommert
Oh Yes.
Robert Danziger
Can you talk about the music a little bit?
Pat Ommert
Roman Riding Music
Well, I can tell you about my Roman riding music. Then I'll have another story
about trick riding music. Usually we weren't thinking about trick riding.
My Roman riding act was about 10 minutes. I was mainly jumping. Maybe you've
seen- and will delve into it? A lot of Roman acts, they would do other things, but I
had always wanted to ride jumper sitting down, which I ended up doing some of
that.

And then remember, of course, being a ham and performing that way. But yes,
music is a very important part. And at a show you'd give somebody a record to
play while your act is on. My favorite was Les Baxter's "Poor People of Paris," no
15

vocal but that music was in the market and they were playing it on the PA system.
And I thought, oh, that's it, that's neat. You listen to it because they're just a little
crescendo and it's an orchestra and very well done. Les Baxter was great, I
thought it was great. And so that was my music for my particular act.
Edith Happy, Carrying the Colors at the Cow Palace in 1960
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Edith Happy and I worked Salinas. They did the program [cover] on her [in 2017].
She was also a very good friend and went to heaven before her time in knowing.
In 1960, we also carried all the colors at the Cow Palace in San Francisco, for that
rodeo.
And then, we ended up also trick riding. Dale Evans [hosted and broadcast] a Roy
Rogers TV show from there. So they had us trick ride for that. We weren't trick
riding during the rodeo, but [we did] for that show and we presented the colors
every night of the 10 days.

In fact, in 2011, I was on to ride in the grand entry and hauled the horse up there
myself. For the old ladies, you know. And they brought a cow in a trailer, so the
kids could see a cow being milked . That's how it's changed, but, you know - I was
at the Cow Palace
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Everything's Coming Up Roses
The orchestra leader came up and he said, what would you like us to play for you
for your music? And I said, I really don't know what to say. And he said, well what
about "Everything's Coming Up Roses?". And that was my favorite song. And so
that's what they did for us. For that one time, it was a big TV show. They weren't
doing many TV shows. And I think that was 19 60, 59. I can't remember. I think it
was just almost 1960.
Robert Danziger
That's beautiful, that's a perfect song. Isn't it?
Pat Ommert
Oh, perfect. I know. I like the crescendo and [it is] the secret to a good act as a
trick horse act. Sometimes they beat you long. If you want to be good at 10
minutes, they're happy because it's usually a long schedule. That's what my
Roman riding act did.
And I worked a rodeo at Camp Pendleton for years. And that was a wonderful
show to work from the fifties. And I'd have my music for that. My Roman act and
trick riding. One year they had the whole Gunsmoke cast. You're not just a kid,
you watched Gunsmoke?
Robert Danziger
Oh yeah. I watched Gunsmoke all the time.
Pat Ommert
Miss Kitty, Gunsmoke, Cimarron, Warrior Women
Oh yeah. We had the whole crew. Amanda Blake, played Miss Kitty on that.
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And then in fact, Ms. Kitty was one of the warrior women and she had come from
the New York stage when Polly went ramrod for all of us on the Adventures of
Haji Baba, which the lead actor was John Derrick (before Bo, his daughter was
born). Way before Bo [Derrick]. You remember the [movie] "10" with Bo Derrick?
[John Derrick] was the leader And then they had to get Nat King Cole to write a
big number song. It was a lucrative show for trick riders and especially if you had
two horses they were using on the show.
Nat King Cole did that Haji Baba, but Miss Kitty - that's the first time she stood
the deck of a horse. She was a stage actress and they had a wonderful double, I
don't remember the name of the stunt double that did her perfect match. That's
another story, but I've had lots of fun.
Robert Danziger
I remember Ms. Kitty. I was a young man and I thought she was awful beautiful.
Pat Ommert
Oh, she was And she was just a real person. She loved everybody, you know, she
was nice. We didn't see that much of her. A lot of our stuff was what they call
Second Unit, you know, the stunt people are filming and all of that.
One other show I did - Polly wasn't there - I had the fun of doing, was with Glenn
Ford. It was about the Oklahoma Land Rush. That was the last big movie that I did
- Cimmarron. [In] the movie Cimarron. Wagons were racing to the Oaklahoma
land. The
The wagon wrecks on the movie Cimmaron [were] staged so expertly.
I had been around the picture business quite a lot, but the way they film those
wagons race, I've never seen that much. Those stuntmen are experts they, they're
more than just daring. Those things are just paced every minute and watching
them, you remember seeing that movie, there were a lot of them. Sometimes
they had us girls in, in wagons, and sometimes we were on a horse for that show.
We filmed outside of Tucson for a couple of weeks. That hotel in Tucson isn't even
there [anymore], the Santa Rita or something, but most interesting.
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Screen Actors Guild and Screen Extras Cards, Babysitters, Pat's Daughters, Dad's
Hardware Store in Bell
After I got my Screen Extra's Card (SEC) card, Heck I think well excellent. I also had
an SAG. They were separated then, you know, SEC and SAG. So I worked. I worked
extra sometimes because right across from where we lived, we had a good
babysitter, my daughter. And then later my, my youngest daughter was born in
1954.
My Dad had a hardware store, in Bell.
And that was that if you want to research stock yards, well, I'll say this: Union
Stock yard [near Bell] was huge
Robert Danziger
About the Cowgirl Hall of Fame - please tell me what it was like to be inducted
and what the process was?
Pat Ommert
Cowgirl Hall of Fame
I had been nominated 18 years before I was selected. That's a long time. We had
[previously] gone back [for the ceremony] - Dale Evans introduced the trick riders.
I thought, well, that would be fun to go and see some of the ladies. That was
before Polly was inducted. She didn't want to be inducted because somebody on
the board - we won't go into that. She didn't like that, but the Lucas gals . . .
Finally, it's 2016 when I was inducted, and that's a very much of an honor. I told
them they inducted me because they were running out of old trick riders. In a
small sense, that's it.
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But I also had done work on the trails here. I had [been] keeping a real lifestyle
place. It's gonna be just like, if you grew up in Los Angeles, you know what we're
talking about.
Robert Danziger
Yes
Pat Ommert
San Fernando Valley, Griffith Park Equestrian Center
One thing that happened to our San Fernando Valley, if you grew up there, they
had, no, they had no plan. It was just -they needed housing. And they just went
out and made these cookie cutters. You know, what's happened in the San
Fernando valley. There was a song [with the line] "Pack in my grip and taking a
trip and make the San Fernando Valley my home." [Name of the song is "San
Fernando Valley" and was made famous by Bing Crosby]
That's what it was and the Griffith Park Equestrian Center, that's where they were
making [training] falling horses. I was out there before that. And, you know, they
[had] for teaching that whole hundred acres right by the Los Angeles river. A lot of
my pictures were taken on the Los Angeles river. My publicity pictures [were
taken] by where the [105 Freeway is now]. We lived in HollyDale, close to
Downey and all of that. These are the changing things.
Robert Danziger
"You Have to Introduce the Horses:" The Effect of Music on Horses
One of the things that I had the extraordinary pleasure of doing for 25 years, I had
a friend who was a rancher down in Texas, in the hill country, down in Texas. And
he raised thoroughbreds and some quarter horses. And of course, a lot of cows. I
would go down every year in November when he was weaning the yearlings and I
would play for them, I'd play music for them. I played an African instrument called
the Kalimba, and I got one right here. I'll play it for you: [playing]
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It would calm the mothers and the babies down when I played for them. I'd go in
the field. The music would just gentle them right down. You sort of communicate,
in part, through posture and height with horses. I'd go right into the open pasture
and I'd play, and they'd eventually come over to me. I learned a lot about playing
music for horses through the years.
Pat Ommert
How wonderful.
Robert Danziger
There was music that calmed them down and there was music that kind of
pepped them up. I wonder what you think about the effect on horses of different
kinds of music. Like for example, how did the horses react to "Everything's
Coming up Roses" or other music? How did it impact the horses?
Pat Ommert
You have to introduce the horses.
That is fascinating. Marvin and Marguerite Roberts ran the California Rodeo
Salinas grounds and lived on site. They were well known and respected in the
Community giving lessons to hundreds of locals, and knew how to introduce
horses.
They were inducted into The California Hall of Fame for their contribution to the
Rodeo. [editor note: The Roberts were Marguerite Happy's Aunt and Uncle.]
I Horses take time and you have to introduce them to things. Definitely.
But music, uh, I'll give you an example. I went back to Prescott, Arizona carrying
the Dodge banner flag. My friend invited me there. It was great. It was '04 and my
husband had passed in January of '04 and you know, I was out doing things. It
wasn't a shock.
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I had a very beautiful horse. So I hauled it over and was in the 4th of July show
that they had. But I carried that Dodge banner flag . So the first night of the
performance, they had a band in the corner and nobody got to rehearse. And I
want to tell you, my horse was pretty soundproof and I had no problems, but it
was, if you have a band on the corner and horses are not used to the music,
they're going to spook. It's a very interesting thing. But I agree with the music. I
loved your sound. Is that a Marimba?
Robert Danziger
It's called, Kalimba K-A-L-I-M-B-A. It's an African instrument. I found that, horses
tended to like things with a, sort of a fast waltz, rhythm, dah, dah, dah --- dah,
dah, dah kind of thing. And the, you know, it was sort of a loping kind of a feel like
it was an easy, easy sort of gallop rhythm. They really responded to that, very
happily, was my experience.
Pat Ommert
I think you're absolutely correct. If you notice - you've obviously been around the
racetrack, [since] you lived near Hollywood Park- when those guys are developing
horses in the morning, they'll talk to them and they'll be standing up, you know,
those are big time horses and they'd be singing to them. And I talked to my horse
all the time as I go along, I can't carry a tune. I love music and I have rhythm, but I
have no tone.
Robert Danziger
My experience is that horses are such loving animals. If they know you're trying to
sing to them or something - they don't really care. If you're out of tune, they don't
really care. It's more of the feeling of it, and getting that rhythm right with so they
know, they know you're talking to them or singing to them or trying to be nice to
them and they try to be nice back, has been my experience.
Pat Ommert
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I agree. I agree a hundred percent. And the horse, they know the music. They
know. They'll pick up on the sound if they're going to be introduced with certain
music.
Well, I love music. Like I told you, I have no rhythm. And my folks introduced [me
to music, and got us lessons]. I love the guitar and my sister is three and-a-half
years older and she chose the accordion. So we're having lessons, but my problem
was, I could not tune the guitar. And when [my sister] got married, I inherited not
only the trick horse act, but the accordion. So I started taking accordion lessons,
and I only got to where I could play Tico, Tico.
I was a young teenager, and had time to practice.
Now the music is just not music. I don't know. I can't hardly listen to anything, do
you feel that way?
Robert Danziger
No, but I know exactly what you're talking about. It's harder to find music you like,
I think because there's so much, there's so much junk out there that it's really
hard to find good stuff. There are still people doing the kind of music you like and
that I like, but there is a lot of music out there I don't like to listen to.
Pat Ommert
I had the honor of going on 5 Cabalgata rides with a man named Frank Bogert,
who was the, official once, but unofficial mayor of Palm Springs. Frank Bogert was
the Mayor of Palm Springs before Sonny Bono. The rides he did were called
Cabalgatas. Frank Bogert was an icon in Palm Springs, and was best friends of
some of the most important visitors to Palm Springs - Presidents and movie stars
We were in Mexico three times. We also went to Argentina twice. That was, after
my husband had passed and I couldn't have had more fun. The Mexican music, it
has a cadence [for] both [of our] horses. You know, they'd dance. They're good.
Were your family musicians, is that how you got into it?

24

Robert Danziger
My mother was an amateur musician. She did go to school, to learn music, but
she became a social worker.
Pat Ommert
Yeah. Then how, how did you become involved in your research for the Salinas
Rodeo?
Robert Danziger
Earlier this year I was producing a video to celebrate the 300th anniversary of
the Brandenburg Concertos.
Several of the music organizations around the area co-sponsorsored the program,
including the California Rodeo Salinas. It was in the middle of the pandemic. The
Rodeo is the largest and oldest music venue in Monterey. It has a 17,000 seat
stadium. The next biggest is about 8,000 at the Fairgrounds. The Rodeo has
booked some big acts and they have a bunch of different music associated with it.
And I said, we have to get them involved because they're the grandpa of the
whole music thing here in Monterey County.
Pat Ommert
That's right.
Robert Danziger
It got way out of hand, but in a good way. I think with everything going on in the
country and in the world these days, people just wanted to kind of connect with
each other and say, hello, you know.
Pat Ommert
I do. I do
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Scanning Programs
Robert Danziger
And the Brandenburg project became kind of a vehicle for that. A number of years
ago we got all the programs for the Monterey Jazz Festival and we scanned all of
those. So they could be searched and used for research by people at the
University or really anywhere in the world.
And so I volunteered to scan all of the Rodeo programs back to 1911 and also all
of the programs for the Carmel Bach Festival. The Heritage Museum at the Salinas
Rodeo provided me with all of their programs that they have. They didn't have all
of them, but we have back as far as 1914. And so that's how I ended up with the
file from the 1931 program that had your letter in it, And that's also how I was
able to look up those pictures of you. Cause I just typed your name into the into
the computer and it searched all the programs that we'd already scanned and
those amazing pictures of you came up.
And I said to Mandy Linquist at the Rodeo - I just would love to talk to Pat. I would
love to learn more about her and Polly, because of the way you wrote about her
and everything was just so warm. It just was just so nice. And we could do what
we're doing right now. And I could take this conversation and put it right in the
file, along with the other stuff so that somebody in the future comes across it.
They'd be able to listen to this conversation and hear your voice and read your
letter and look at the programs and learn about it.
So that that's the history of it.
Pat Ommert
That's amazing and wonderful.
Laguna Seca
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I am thinking of that, Do you know where 900 Monterey Road is? Frank Wayland
was a veterinarian. There was a huge thoroughbred farm right across the road
from there. Rancho Laguna Seca.
Robert Danziger
Something has come up and I have to leave the call - my apologies Let's talk again
soon?
Pat Ommert
We'll be in touch. Bye.
End of Interview
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